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What are human rights?What are human rights?



Human rights areHuman rights are

Human rights are based on dignity and respect.

Human rights are basic to being a person.

Human rights are universal—they belong to everyone!

Human rights laws help reinforce the rights of all people.

rights we have because we are human



What are examples of human rights?What are examples of human rights?



Examples of human rightsExamples of human rights

Everyone  has the right not to be discriminated against 
because of race, religion or other factors.

Everyone has the right to privacy.

Everyone has the right to work in safe conditions.

Everyone has the right to be paid a livable wage.



Where do we learn about human rights?Where do we learn about human rights?



Human RightsHuman Rights

There are many books and websites that explain what human 
rights are and why it is important to know about them.

The first and most important document is the “Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights” made by the United Nations.

Information about human rights can also be found in 
international agreements called treaties.



What are treaties?What are treaties?



Treaties are agreementsTreaties are agreements

The word “treaty” means the same thing as “convention”. They 
are both agreements.

Treaties (agreements ) are made in writing between 2 or more 
countries.

Countries can choose if they want to participate in a treaty.

If a country participates, it must follow the rules of the treaty.



How does a country join a treaty?How does a country join a treaty?



Joining a treatyJoining a treaty

After a country decides it agrees with the ideas and 
requirements of the treaty, it signs it.

Then the country becomes a “signatory” (agrees with the idea).
A signatory allows the country to move toward ratification. The country agrees 
not to violate the purpose of the Convention.

A country that ratifies (approves) a treaty becomes a “States 
Party”.

A states party means the country is legally bound by the treaty.

When the convention (agreement) becomes international law, it 
will be put into the laws of countries that ratify.



What is the Convention on the Rights  
of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)?

What is the Convention on the Rights  
of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)?



The CRPDThe CRPD

The CRPD is a treaty about the human rights of people with 
disabilities.

The CRPD ensures 650 million people with disabilities around 
the world can enjoy their human rights.

The CRPD does not create new, special or different human 
rights for people with disabilities.

The CRPD helps countries understand how to act to assure 
people with disabilities are guaranteed human rights.



What does the CRPD say?What does the CRPD say?



The CRPD says?The CRPD says?

CRPD tells countries what they have to do so people with 
disabilities have the same rights as everybody else.

The treaty covers all areas of life to ensure people are treated 
equally and included in all areas of life.

The Treaty says …

PEOPLE ARE FREE:
To have choice
To have the same rights to be included in society
To have equal opportunities for work and living
To have equal access to places and activities



What are some important areas  
of the CRPD?

What are some important areas  
of the CRPD?



Important areas of the CRPDImportant areas of the CRPD

Freedom and safety

Expressing what is needed

Access to information to assure quality of life

Being prepared for an emergency or natural disaster

Getting around (accessible transportation)

Living independently and community involvement

Right to an education

Right to medical attention and personal health

Right to work and be free from poverty



What are key points to remember  
about the CRPD?

What are key points to remember  
about the CRPD?



Key points to rememberKey points to remember

The CRPD is for all people with disabilities.

The CRPD promotes respect for the dignity, choices and 
inclusion of all people with disabilities.

The CRPD requires countries to include people with disabilities 
in decisions that affect their lives.

Nothing about people with disabilities without people with 
disabilities involved!



What must a country do once it  
ratifies (approves) the treaty?

What must a country do once it  
ratifies (approves) the treaty?



Things a country needs to doThings a country needs to do

Make rules and laws to give people with disabilities rights and 
change laws that aren’t fair.

Ensure no one discriminates against people with disabilities.

Ensure technology, equipment and information are accessible 
so people can take charge of their life.

Make sure their government follows the treaty and educates 
people about the agreement.



What has the US done to  
ratify the treaty?

What has the US done to  
ratify the treaty?



The US has started the  
ratification process

The US has started the  
ratification process

• President Obama signed the treaty in July 2009.

•  The Senate has to approve the treaty for it to become law in 
the US.

•  People in the US need to learn about the treaty and how it 
can help people with disabilities.

• Be an advocate for the treaty!

Spread the word
Teach others about why the treaty needs to be signed
Explain how it will help people with disabilities in the US
Tell your Senator why this is important to you



When did discussions about  
the treaty begin?

When did discussions about  
the treaty begin?



CRPD historyCRPD history

1980s  Countries started discussions about a human rights treaty for 
people with disabilities.

2004  A draft treaty was completed.

2006  Negotiations were completed and the CRPD was finished. It 
was adopted by the international community.

2007  Over 80 countries became signatories during the opening 
ceremony. Jamaica was the first country to ratify.

2008  In May the CRPD entered into force. This means the treaty 
became law for countries that ratified.

2009  By September over 140 countries signed and over 66 ratified. 
The US is a signatory. It will ratify with approval from the 
Senate.



Discussion QuestionsDiscussion Questions



Think about and
Discuss these points

Think about and
Discuss these points

Why is this international agreement, the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, important?

Do you think the treaty’s key points are important?

How are the key points of the treaty similar to your advocacy 
efforts?

Organize around a shared vision of a world where people with disabilities can realize 
the promise of community inclusion, real jobs and contribute valuable skills to their 
communities.
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